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I. FIEST AND LAST THINGS.
TV /TETAPHYSICAL philosophy assumed a miraculous -ULL origin for all the higher values of Life; but historical philosophy, inseparable from natural science, does not hold this view.
At present we need a chemistry of all moral, religious, and sesthetical conceptions and perceptions, that we may discover their origin and constituents. We must learn to think of philosophy historically. There are no eternal facts, no absolute truths. Man is no ceterna veritas. The great fault of all philosophers is, that they begin their speculations by analysing man as he now is. But man has grown, though not materially during the four thousand years of history, for he developed chiefly in the remotest ages.
A characteristic of higher culture is that it estimates the insignificant truths, found by severe methods, higher than all the blessed errors, which have come down from metaphysical and artistic ages. The origin of all metaphysics is the dream.
Dreaming is a reversion to the earlier stages of humanity ; our primeval ancestors had, like savages of to-day, a mental